
C U S H I O N  C O V E R S  A P P R O X I M A T E  C O S T S

 B A L L P A R K

You don't want to
have to do this

again next
summer.

Read a bit, think a
bit, ask questions a

lot 

Start here. Get the
basic info you need

to make the
decision.



Ballpark Costs and How To Get Your Covers Made. 

                       ‘Budget’                                                 ‘Better’     
             expect 2 years life span                           expect 5 years plus life span

This is the mock box cushion used
in the budget cushion cover.
-soft edges
-no piping

This is the boxed cushion used
in the better cushion cover.
-crisp edges
-self piping

26 x 26 x 4, with fabric
at 20.00/meter: 
Fabric 20.00
Construction:50.00
Dacron: 15.00
Total: 85.00 

ADD FOAM: ABOUT 15.00 per inch of thickness. 
A 26 x 26 x 4-inch piece for a cushion will cost about 60.00

Construction only: 50.00
Over 26", 60.00 and up.

Construction only: 70.00
Over 26", 80.00 and up.

26 x 26 x 4, with fabric
at 40.00/meter: 
Fabric 40.00
Construction:70.00
Dacron: 15.00
Total: 125.00 

There are two ways to do this, - the ‘budget’ way and the
‘better’ way.  Read the info here and make a decision to get

started. You can always change your mind.

Read this guide, make some decisions and then email me at
linda@designsewlutions.ca  or through Messenger, for a quote.



Zippers: Included with seat and back cushions, velcro is used on side pillows. If you supply
the cushion measurements, I will ask where the zipper is on each cushion. 

Piping: I will make the piping in the same color and fabric as the covers unless you choose a 
different color. It needs to be made of outdoor fabric, too, with an inner polyester core,
included in the price. 

Foam: A piece of 5-year 4-inch foam 26 x 26 inches  costs about $60.00. The price can be
broken down to board feet which is a piece 12"x12"x1",and currently the 10-year foam is
about 4.50 per board foot. The 26 x 26 x 4 cushion is (( 26*26)/144) *4   or 19 board feet,
@4.50 =101.00. The 10-year form will cost about 101.00.

Clients purchase their own foam, at Surplus Herbys in Kamloops or Vernon, or online. This
way, I don't have to add overhead and resales tax to it. Which is good for you. If I purchase it
for you, there is a 50% upcharge.  If your foam is still good, use that.

Dacron Wrap: This is the thick quilt-batt-like fabric that is wrapped around the foam, adding
loft and softening edges. I keep this in stock. Price is 20.00/meter, a typial seat cushion needs
.7 of a meter. It will be listed as a separate item on your quote.

Fabric: For outdoor furniture, I really recommend outdoor-rated fabric. It's resistant to sun
fade which is the major cause of having to replace cushion covers.

Some outdoor fabrics will last one or two years and these are priced at the low end of the 
spectrum, at about $15-$30.00 per meter. The gold standard for outdoor fabric is Sunbrella
or equivalent. These fabrics are highly resistant to sun fade. In fact, you can bleach them, and
the colors are not impacted. They are acrylic, and the dye is actually part of the fibers. So, of
course, they cost more, too. They start at about $50.00 a meter and go up to several
hundred. But you won't have to replace them because of sun damage for years and years.

If you want to stay on the budget path, Fabricland has lots of outdoor fabric. Otherwise,
Online ordering makes it easy to get top fabric for good prices.

Clients order the fabric online themselves directly from the Sunbrella
supplier, or purchase at a retail store.   For Sunbrella: if you buy 10 meters
or more at the JT’s store, the price will discount at check out by about 10%.
I’ll give you step by step instructions.



Ties and attachments.

If you need to attach your cushons to the chair or sofa frame,  we will have a discussion.

I do not add ties to cushions, period. The pressure points on the sewing portion of these
ties means that the entire weight of a human can be reseing on 4 or 5 stitches. In the past
I have sewn these ties on with regular thread, ensuring that if the tension gets too much,
the thread will break rather than produce a tear in the cushion fabric. And that works well,
except that the ties come off. 

The only method I will install  is a fabric channel or connector that runs parallel to the
zipper and accommodates a strap that runs through or over the channel and around the
sofa or chair seat, holding the cushion in place. These are 35.00 per channel, or 50.00 if
it’s a connector between two cushions, as in this example.

I don’t do ties, period, and I won’t make the flaps that ‘just fit over the back of the chair’..
Again, there is too much force on them to ensure they don’t rip. 

I suggest clients use the gripper fabric available at Fabricland by the meter, or as shelf
liner for RV’s.  A good long strip of this under the cushion often prevents slipping and
sliding, but of course this alone won’t prevent the cushions from blowing off the chairs.  I
can’t help with Mother Nature.



So, understanding the difference between with and length, let's measure
some cushions for the seat of a sofa so we have the right measurements

for fabric ordering.

Back Cushions
This is the width of the cushion

This is the length of the cushion
                               

           This the depth, or  thickness of back or seat cushions      

This is the width of the cushion

This is the length of the cushion
Seat cushions:



Side pillows:

Rectangular accent pillows, to 18 inches on the longest edge:
velcro closure
no piping: .5 meter of fabric and 30.00 construction. 

Over 18 inches on the longest edge .7 meter of fabric and 45.00
construction.

With piping to 18 inches, velcro closure  .7 meter of fabric and
50.00 construction,

With piping over 18 inches, velcro closure, .9 meter of fabric,
70.00 construction.

Filler can be purchased as complete forms, prices range from
20.00 to 50.00 at Jysk or Fabricland.

Filler for cushions: up to and including 18 inches, 35.00 per
cushion, over 18 inches: 2.50 per inch on the longest side . With a
dacron cover.
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